Ridgeland,

MissisSsIppl:
Where Ancient
Paths Still Shape
the Way Forward

A city with deep roots, layered stories, and a
living connection between Mississippi’s past
and present.




At a Glance

Ancient Roots

Ridgeland’s story reaches back thousands of
years, beginning with the land and the people
who first traveled it.

Historic Pathways

The Natchez Trace helped define the area as
a route for travelers, trade, and exchange.

A Place of Connection

From frontier outpost to modern destination,
Ridgeland has long served as a gateway
through Mississippi.

Living Heritage

History here is reflected not only in markers
and memory but also in the city’s trails,
waters, festivals, and community spaces.

Ridgeland offers travel writers more than a stop
along the way. It offers a story that stretches back
thousands of years. From the Boyd Mounds and
the Natchez Trace to the railroad, early families,

and today’s vibrant community life, Ridgeland is a
place where history is not confined to the past. It
continues to shape how the city moves, gathers,
welcomes, and grows.
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Why Ridgeland Has a Story Worth Telling

Ridgeland’s history begins with the land itself. The Boyd Mounds stand
as markers of the area’s earliest known history, while the Natchez Trace
reflects thousands of years of movement through this region. Over time,
the area became a place of trade, travel, refuge, and connection. First
through ancient pathways, then through The Trace, the railroad, and the
families who helped establish the community. Today, that same landscape
supports schools, recreation, festivals, trails, shops, and gathering places
that keep Ridgeland in motion.




Story Angles, Fun Facts, and Highlights

Fun Facts and Highlights
The Story Starts Before the City

Ridgeland’s historical narrative begins
long before incorporation, with the Boyd
Mounds and ancient Indigenous pathways
that shaped the region.

The Natchez Trace Runs Deep

Long before it was mapped, The Trace
served as an important route cut through
the wilderness by Native peoples.

A Historic Crossroads

The area connected trade, travel, mail
delivery, and movement of goods, making
it a significant Mississippi passageway.

Choctaw History Is Part of the Foundation

The story of this land includes the Choctaw
Agency and the broader, more complex history
of Native land, trade regulation, and removal.

Railroad Growth Changed the Rhythm

The arrival of the railroad helped transform the
area from a frontier landscape to a stronger
commercial hub.

Past and Present Coexist Here

Today’s Ridgeland blends heritage with active
lifestyle appeal, from trails and reservoir access
to shopping, dining, arts, and festivals.

Where Ancient History Meets the Modern South

A story about how Ridgeland’s earliest pathways still
iInfluence its identity today.

A Mississippi Gateway Story

An exploration of Ridgeland as a place that has
welcomed travelers for centuries.

Following the Natchez Trace Through Ridgeland

A regional travel angle connecting history, landscape,
and present-day exploration.

A Destination Built on Layers

A more profound look at how Indigenous history,
frontier movement, rail expansion, and community

growth shaped the city.

Heritage in Motion

A piece that connects historic landmarks with today’s
trails, festivals, waters, and public spaces.
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Where Ancient Paths Meet Modern Adventure

How the Natchez Trace still shapes Ridgeland today through
biking, hiking, paddling, and outdoor culture.

» Great for: Travel + outdoors media

Mississippi’s Hidden Crossroads Story

Ridgeland as a place where Indigenous routes, frontier
movement, rail growth, and modern Mississippi intersect.
- Great for: Southern culture/history media

History You Can Actually Experience

From the Trace to trails to the Reservoir: how Ridgeland turns
heritage into experiences.

* Great for: Consumer travel writers

The Sophisticated Side of Mississippi History
Pair History Trail with fine dining, shopping, art, and upscale lodging.

- Great for: Lifestyle publications

The Natchez Trace Gateway Weekend

Use Ridgeland as the easiest modern basecamp for exploring one
of America’s most iconic sceneic routes. Think hub and spoke.

- Great for: Road trip editors

Why Ridgeland Has a Story Worth Telling

* Located just north of Jackson

- Gateway to Natchez Trace Parkway
- Home to Barnett Reservoir

- Easy weekend destination/road trip
- Minutes from an international airport

- Located along the Mississippi Flyway, the largest bird migration route in North America

€ X

N

plore

ELAND B



explore

Q|

ELAND

Writer-Friendly Takeaway

Ridgeland offers a compelling

Mississippi story with depth,
movement, and contrast: ancient
earthworks, storied routes, cultural
complexity, and a modern city still
shaped by the paths that came

before it. For travel writers seeking
a destination with both narrative
substance and visual appeal,
Ridgeland presents a strong sense
of place and a fresh angle on how
history lives in the present.
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Planning a feature on Ridgland? Explore Ridgeland can assist

with custom itineraries, interviews with historians and local leaders,
photo/video assets, on-site hosting, dining recommendations,

Natchez Trace points, and story customization.

Kim Foster, APR
(662) 321-1043
kim@fosterrelations.com

This project was supported, in whole or in part, by federal
award number ARPA-1225, awarded to the Ridgeland Tourism
Commission by the U.S. Department of Treasury.



